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was then part of the PhiladelPhia
Archdioceie, he met Michelina, who

had emigrated with her familY at

age 8.

Thev setrled in Easton, but Msgr.

Busco was actuallY born in New-

field, NJ. His mother, he exPlains'
in spite o[ her own Pregnancy' was

visiiins to help hcr sister r'vho rvas

nlso aliour to gi.'. birth to a child'
He carne into the unrld wcighing an

incredible 15 Pounds, and although

thcre is no hirth certificate because

the midwife didnot ref,'ort the birth,
the date was JulY 74; i914'

Lcss than auronrh later, wlrcn his

Dad took him fcf b.1Ptism, thc pricst

thor-rcht hc u,its much oldcr duc to

hi, .i:c. Hc mttst har''c bccn e goocl

bahy tht-rurl"r bccause rrltcrn'lrd thc

pastor prcdicted, 
*He's going to bc-

come a priest."
At baptism he wirs give n the name

Giacomo, which Msgr. Busco ex-
piaincd, "is Italian forJamesJ

But when he was enrolled at

Packer Gradc School in Easton,

the teacher didn t realize that and

marked him down asJohn, which
he has answered to ever since. That's

why he iS nowJ.John Busco.

At his local Parish his father

would take him and
his brother to early
Mass, and their
mother would takc
his two sisters to a

later Mass. The boys
wouldoftenfincl
themseives ar church
iwicc hclwcver, act-
ing as altar servcrs.

Hc began to think
about the priestht"rocl
at an early agc, and
in those days many.,
young men'complet-
ed their high school
years in tl.re scmi-
nary. Ilc ;rppllccl to
St. Chlrlcs bLt[ lvrts
not immcclirrtcly rrc-

cepted duc to thc
large number o[ ap-
nlicants. At 17. hc crrterecl St. Charlcs
Serninary in Catonsvillc, Md., but
kept his appiication in at Ovcrbrook,
and after two ycars was acccpted.

"l skipped thc fourth year at Over-
brook so I only had to pay for one
vcar." hc said. "Bur of coulsc it was
ihe Depression. Tuition was very
cheap but a lot of people were our
of work."

Msgr. J. John Busco proys before doily 1l
o.m. Moss in the chopel ol Villo Sl. Joseph
in Dorby, where he resides, Moy 7.

Carmel Parish, Bridgeport.
"l really enjoyed thar my pastor

was the nastor I served as an altar
hoy in Eiston,'he said.

But aftcr only two years hc was
rcassigned to St. Mary of the Eter'
nal Parish at 22nd and Clcarficid
Strccts.

He u'as there but a short time
rl.,hen the pastor rcsigncd and re-

turned to ltaiy..Consequcntly, at
rhc yoLrng agc ol'31, hc r.vas give n

the pastorship.
St. Mary was alarge and grolving

parish but heaviiy in debt and faliing
nl()rc s() at thc rxtc oi s;I.000 a wcck.
Collections did not cover cxDenses

paltly, h4sgr. Bqscit saicl" bcclusc
immigrant familics u,crc- usecl tc
t hc systcm in lr.il1'. n,hcrc pricsts
saiaries wcrc paid by the govern
ment and parishioners had littlc ti
pay for. lle i,vorked hard to e,xplait
the American sysrcm to the pcopl
and collections dicl increase.

"We raised the collecrion b
$200.000 a ycar," he said.

Hc also turncd ro imaginativ
fundraisers. For example, the paris
had a hugelypopular dance. Earlie
at Our Lady ofPompeii, he had con
(MSGR. BUSCO conrin ued on page 2

llack tl'rcn rnost ncwly ordained
pricsts wcrc scnt to rvhat is nou'
the Allentolvn Diocese, but prob-
ably because of the real need f,rr
Italian priests in Philadelphia, Fa-

ther Busco's first assignment was
as assistant pastor at Our Lady of
Pompeii, an Italian national parish
on Erie Avenue. After three vears,
hc was sent to Our Lady of Mount

A 7$-year love for 'serving the people'
Bv lou Balfuin,:--- ---- ./
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The year 1940 was cerrainlY a
banner one for St" Charles Borro-

meo Scminary. Fiity-tu'o graduetc's

lvere orclained to the Priesthood;
the majority of them at the hands

of Carclinzil Dennis DoughertY at

the Cathcclral of SS. Petet and Paul

on Mav 18.

"There rt'ere 42 of us ordaincd for

Philadelphia in rny ciass"' recalis

h'{sgr. [. lnhn Rut.o, nou' 9i' *l'rn

the'oniy nnc lcft of the 42: ''
-fhe ion'bf iinmigrants, hc was

(rnc of onlv [ir''c scminarians alnong

thc roughiy' 500"ft Sr' Ch;rrlcs ivh'r

rr.r. nf'ttrfi"n hcrir:rflc.-l'tc saicl k's rr

qoocl th ing totr. bccitltsc p.ricsts n hr'r

iould spe,ii< ttalian were desperately

needecl, irnd his entire active mlnis-

try r,l'ould be in that aPostolate '

His parents, Vincenzo and Mi'
chelina (Manziona) Busco, rvere

from the Province of Bari, but theY

ncvcr met in Italy His father came to

America at aqe 16 and at tirst wenr

ro Chicaso, ihen worked buiiding
railroadsln Nofth and South Dakota

and Montana. He eventuallY came

east and it was in Easton, which
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